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Local Elected Officials Urge Governor to Invest in 
Colorado’s New Recycling Economy 

With a recycling rate barely above 10 percent, Colorado lags behind dozens of states looking to 
recycling to create jobs and new businesses.  

 

For Release: Thursday, November 12, 2015 

(BOULDER, COLORADO) — America Recycles Day is this Sunday, November 15. 

Yes, America recycles, but does Colorado? 

You might think that one of the greenest, most outdoorsy states in the nation would be a recycling leader.  

Not so. 

In fact, Colorado is among the 20 most wasteful states in the nation along with Alaska, Arizona, Idaho, 
Mississippi and Oklahoma, to name a fewi. That’s a shocker especially considering that the modern 
recycling movement was practically born in Boulder, Colorado, back in the 1970s when residents 
refurbished an old yellow school bus and drove around collecting cans, bottles and paper.  

“We’re missing out on a huge opportunity to create new jobs and businesses while conserving resources at 
the same time,” said Suzanne Jones, executive director of Boulder-based Eco-Cycle, one of the largest 
nonprofit recyclers in the U.S. “Other states that have invested in recycling like Michigan and North 
Carolina are seeing economic growth as a direct result, not to mention big environmental benefits.” 

A group of local elected officials joined by Eco-Cycle and the Colorado Association for Recycling (CAFR), 
are using America Recycles Day to launch an initiative designed to increase recycling statewide, generate 
new jobs, and create and expand recycling businesses and materials markets. These leaders include: State 
House Speaker Dickey Lee Hullinghorst, State Senator Kerry Donovan, State Representative Kit Roupe, 



Boulder County Commissioner Deb Gardner, Eagle County Commissioner Jill Ryan, and Fort Collins City 
Councilmember Bob Overbeck. 

“Colorado is a national leader on clean energy and other issues, but we’re behind when it comes to 
recycling,” said State House Speaker Dickey Lee Hullinghorst. “It’s time for Colorado to lead again, and we 
can start by investing at the state level in a new recycling economy that is sustainable, creates jobs, and 
fosters business development.” 

According to the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), Colorado recycles 
only 11 percent of its waste, excluding scrap metal. This puts it way below the national average of 34 
percent calculated by the EPA.  Residential curbside recycling is available in less than half of counties 
statewide,ii and more than 65 percent of Coloradans never recycle or recycle only sporadicallyiii.  

Despite the leadership of communities like Aspen, Boulder, Fort Collins and Vail, who are plowing ahead 
with everything from a ban on landfilling cardboard in Fort Collins to a universal zero waste ordinance in 
Boulder, statewide recycling has stagnated since the 1970s. 

Community leaders are calling on Governor Hickenlooper to get Colorado back on track. CDPHE is already 
working on a statewide waste and materials management plan due in June that focuses on landfill issues. 
Eco-Cycle and CAFR are recommending that the Governor establish a task force to conduct a parallel effort 
focused on building markets and infrastructure for recycling, reuse and remanufacturing, and composting. 
The proposed task force would also do the following: 

• Set statewide recycling goals with interim targets. Colorado is one of only 12 states without any 
goalsiv. 

• Ensure that all Coloradans have access to recycling services by increasing state funding for local 
communities to set up programs and infrastructure. 

• Conduct an in-depth market analysis and recycling development plan to create jobs and grow 
businesses across Colorado. 

The Colorado recycling industry’s potential could be huge. Consider that even with a very low recycling 
rate, Colorado’s recycling, reuse and remanufacturing industries already provide nearly 86,000 jobs and 
generate $8.7 billion in economic benefits annually, according to a report released late last year by 
CDPHEv.  

“Imagine the potential jobs and revenue that could be generated if Colorado increased its recycling rate,” 
said Marjorie Griek, CAFR’s executive director. “Colorado could be a regional recycling powerhouse.” 

Colorado’s low recycling rate costs jobs and money—a lot of jobs and money. Recycling generates at least 
nine times more jobs than landfilling, and reuse and remanufacturing create 30 times more jobs. In 2014, 
Colorado landfilled valuable materials worth as much as $170 millionvi—that’s enough money to cover the 
tuition costs of sending more than 15,000 students to the University of Colorado for a year.   

Recycling-based businesses are slowly coming to Colorado, although the majority of materials are sold 
outside the state and some overseas. For example: Momentum Glass, a Utah-based company, is building a 
state-of-the-art facility in Boulder County to recycle glass into new beer bottles for Colorado’s thriving 
brewing industry. Another good example is Spring Back, the mattress recycling company that recently 
expanded its Colorado operations with help from a state-funded grant. 	  

In addition to strengthening Colorado’s economy, recycling also benefits the environment and the climate:  
It reduces the energy used to make and transport products and food, reduces greenhouse gas emissions, 
saves water and conserves natural resources. At Colorado’s current recycling rate of 11 percent, the state 
prevents more than 1.9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions annually—the equivalent of taking 
about 400,000 cars off the roadvii.  

For more information, go to: www.ecocycle.org/zerowastecolorado 
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