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Eco-Cycle Focuses on Four Climate Solutions
We have just 12 years to turn our climate crisis around, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, made up of the world’s leading climate scientists. It’s time for us all to commit to acting boldly to dis-
rupt entrenched systems that no longer serve us and redesign them so that we may thrive and live more realisti-
cally on our one planet.  One of those systems is our production system, which is often overlooked as a cause of 
the climate crisis, but is actually one of the most significant culprits. More than 40% of our climate impact in the 
U.S. comes from “consumption emissions”—our stuff and our food, and how we extract it from the planet, make 
it, haul it, use it and throw it away.

As one of the leading Zero Waste organizations in the world, Eco-Cycle is looking at how we can leverage 
our unique role to make the biggest difference posible to address our “consumption emissions” and even 
how we might work to REVERSE climate change. We are aligning our resources and efforts to work on 
what we have determined are the FOUR most significant ways we can positively impact our climate and 
our planetary future: 

1 Draw emissions BACK DOWN with 
Carbon Farming
If we are to succeed in keeping our emissions 
below the critical 2 degrees Celsius threshold, we 
must go BEYOND reducing emissions to actively 
removing carbon from the atmosphere by using 
“carbon farming” to store carbon safely and 
beneficially in our soils. 

In carbon farming, regenerative agricultural 
practices— such as no tilling, applying compost 
and growing cover crops—are implemented 
to restore living soil ecosystems, enhance 
photosynthesis and increase the soil’s ability to 
store carbon. Composting plays an essential role 
in driving soil regeneration by infusing beneficial 
soil microbes. By enhancing the planet’s natural 
processes, carbon farming helps the Earth to heal 
itself.

Promising research from the Marin Carbon Project 
suggests that a widespread focus on building 
healthy soils may be our best hope to draw down 
atmospheric carbon dioxide. 

Eco-Cycle is working on both agricultural and 
urban lands to help determine best practices for 
using carbon farming as a climate solution. 

What’s the Most Impactful Work 
We Can Do Toward a Balanced 
Climate?
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Prevent emissions by reducing plastic consumption
Plastics contribute to climate change throughout their entire life cycle—from fracking and 
extraction of virgin resources, to production at chemical processing plants that emit air pollution,  
to their disposal in the environment or in landfills. Only 9% of all the plastics ever made have 
been recycled, and many plastics are not recyclable at all.

Plastic production is expected to double in the next 20 years and nearly quadruple by 2050—when it is 
predicted there will be more plastic in the ocean than fish! Much of that impact is due to our addiction 
to single-use disposable plastics. We cannot rely on recycling to take care of this prolific problem and its 
climate impacts; we must reduce. 

Eco-Cycle is working to reduce plastics consumption by helping major industries rethink and redesign 
their products to minimize wasteful plastics, and by helping to pass local ordinances to reduce or ban 
disposable plastics like straws, bags and polystyrene foam take-out containers.
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Create a Zero Waste Colorado
Our beautiful state continues to be one of the most 
wasteful in the country. In 2018, we created a record 
9.3 million TONS of waste while our recycling rate flat-
lined at just 12%, far behind the national average of 
35% recycling. 

But it doesn’t need to be that way. The next few 
years—working with Governor Polis and the state 
legislature—are crucial for putting Colorado on the 
path to creating a circular economy where 95% of the 
materials we throw away are transformed into new 
products or composted into nutrient-rich soil, and 
green local jobs are created! 

Eco-Cycle is sharing best practices learned in 
Boulder County to help communities elsewhere 
in the state adopt ordinances, programs and 
infrastructure to create Zero Waste Colorado 
communities. We are actively supporting Denver in 
transforming from a laggard to a Zero Waste leader,  
and working at the state legislature to promote 
Zero Waste legislation like SB19-192: The Front 
Range Waste Diversion Enterprise Grant Program 
passed in May 2019! 

3 Make Boulder County communities a 
model for the nation
The world needs successful models to emulate, 
and Eco-Cycle will continue to work with our local 
Boulder County partners to create community-
based Zero Waste models for governments, 
schools, community events, businesses and 
neighborhoods. 

We will continue to:

• Pass cutting-edge Zero Waste policy

• Operate the Boulder County Recycling Center 
in the exemplary fashion that has made it 
stand out as a success story in the midst of the 
China crisis

• Create opportunities at the CHaRM for 
Boulder County residents and businesses to 
recycle more types of materials than any other 
community

• Educate and engage our community through 
our award-winning schools and community 
education programs.
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