


Your personal Zero Waste efforts are propelling our community toward Zero Waste, and you’re not in it alone. A multitude of local 
businesses is taking similar actions, giving you the opportunity to go even further toward Zero Waste by choosing to patronize 
businesses that share your concern for the environment. Look for Eco-Cycle Zero Waste window clings (right) at the many local businesses 
who have partnered with us. Here are four businesses that recently joined or upgraded their services in our Zero Waste Services program. 

Boulder Shelter for the 
Homeless, Boulder   
www.bouldershelter.org

The Boulder Shelter for the 
Homeless is a busy place, serving 
360 meals a day and housing 
160 residents every night. Last 
summer, in addition to answering 
this important community need, 
the shelter’s staff also stepped up 
efforts to protect our environment 
by reevaluating their waste 
reduction program. After more than 
12 years of recycling with Eco-
Cycle, Volunteer Manager and Zero 
Waste Program Coordinator Gina 
Barajas and Kitchen Manager Alex 
Bloomfield expanded the shelter’s 
recycling program and set up a 
composting program. 

The shelter’s Zero Waste program 
relies on the active involvement of 
nightly residents and volunteers: 
Residents are responsible for 
emptying recycling and compost 
bins and volunteers sort recyclable 
and compostable materials during 
food preparation. Since June 2008, 
the shelter increased its recycling 
volume, kept roughly six tons of 
food waste out of the landfill and 
reduced waste from disposable 
containers by switching to reusable 
and compostable “to go” containers. 
Shelter staff has received lots of 
positive feedback from residents 
and volunteers who take pride in 
knowing they’re doing their part 
to help the shelter work toward 
Zero Waste and be part of a larger 
community effort.

After more than 12 years of recycling 
with Eco-Cycle, the Boulder Shelter for the 
Homeless expanded its program to include 
composting.

Local Businesses Reach for Zero Waste
by Erin Makowsky

What’s for dinner? If “skip it” is an 
all too common answer, you might 
consider purchasing a healthy, ready-
to-cook meal at The Organic Dish. 
The staff does the prep work and will 
even deliver your meals so you get 
to enjoy a delicious, organic meal 
despite a hectic schedule. For owner 
and operator Beckie Hemmerling, 
partnering with Eco-Cycle to set up 
a Zero Waste program was a “no-
brainer decision to make,” she said. 
”It was really easy. There was no 
reason not to do it.” 

After setting up its Zero Waste 
program, The Organic Dish now 
produces less than half a small bag 
of trash per week. All four employees 
are well-versed in the guidelines for 
recycling and composting and are 
constantly sharing their knowledge 
with friends, family and customers. 
Customers are encouraged to return 
used plastic bags from meal kits to 
The Organic Dish where they are 
recycled at the CHaRM. Next time 
you’re feeling too tired to cook, 
swing by The Organic Dish to grab 
some gourmet grub, ask Beckie 
about their Zero Waste initiative, and 
skip rocks, not dinner.

The Organic Dish, Boulder 
www.theorganicdish.com

Set up a FREE Cell Phone 
Recycling Program at your 
Business!

Pearl Izumi, Boulder   
www.pearlizumi.com

If you’re an avid biker, runner, cyclist 
or outdoor enthusiast, there’s a good 
chance you’ve sported the Pearl 
Izumi brand. Now you have more 
than just great technical gear to 
applaud—Pearl Izumi has committed 
to working toward Zero Waste by 
partnering with Eco-Cycle to handle 
100% of its discards including 
recyclables, compostables and hard-
to-recycle materials such as plastic 
film, scrap metal and wood scraps. 
Employees worked tirelessly to set 
up the program, and the benefits are 
proving to be twofold: significant trash 
reductions and cost savings, resulting 
in less impact on the planet and on the 
company’s budget. 

Like an athlete who pushes her/
himself to go that extra mile, Pearl 
Izumi didn’t stop there. Employees 
came up with the clever idea to create 
custom reusable bags made from 
extra fabric scraps for any purchases 
they make in the store. Pearl Izumi’s 
green team is also reassessing their 
purchasing and packaging practices 
with reuse and recycling in mind and 
moving forward with implementing 
other sustainability programs. 

NOTE: Pearl Izumi is an Eco-Cycle Zero 
Waste Award business finalist! Visit 
ecocycle.org/events/community 
awards to watch a short video about 
their eco-friendly efforts and to find 
out who won.

Roche Colorado Gets 
Messy (and closer to Zero)  
with a Waste Sort
www.rochecolorado.com
There’s only one way to figure out 
how to get that trash dumpster nearly 
empty—take a look inside! Roche 
Colorado Corporation did just that. Its 
staff got down and dirty to evaluate 
their waste reduction program by 
conducting a waste assessment with 
Eco-Cycle. The objectives? To identify 
any items in the trash that should 
have been recycled, to assess the 
type and quantity of compostable 
materials in the trash and to discover 
where changing their purchasing 
practices could reduce waste and their 
environmental impact even further.

A 21-yard dumpster of trash was 
collected over a three-day period 
and physically sorted and measured. 
The sort revealed that through 
increased education and training, 
improved container placement and by 
upgrading their collection service to 
include composting, Roche Colorado 
Corporation has the opportunity to 
decrease its trash by 64%! With the 
waste evaluation complete, Roche 
now has a baseline for program 
improvement and a plan to get closer 
to Zero. 

Let’s face facts: Despite the love affair you have with your new cell 

phone, national statistics show you’ll either break it or upgrade it 

within the next 18 months. Until cell phones are designed to last 

longer, recycling them responsibly is your best course of action. 

Rather than driving your cell phone to the CHaRM for recycling, 

you can now set up a free collection program at your business for 

your staff and customers!

Eco-Cycle has partnered with The Wireless Alliance to provide our business 

customers with an easy, convenient and free cell phone recycling program. When 

you sign up, you’ll receive a cell phone collection box. When the box is full, seal it 

up and send it back to The Wireless Alliance at no charge and take pride that your 

cell phones will be recycled responsibly. Take advantage of this great opportunity 

by calling The Wireless Alliance at 303-543-7477 or sign up at our website at 

ecocycle.org/zws.

NEW 
PROGRAM

ALERT

Pearl Izumi has committed to working toward 
Zero Waste by partnering with Eco-Cycle 
to handle 100% of its discards: recycling, 
composting, unusual items and whatever’s left!

For The Organic Dish owner Beckie 
Hemmerling, going for Zero Waste was a “no-
brainer decision.”

Roche Colorado Corporation teamed up with 
Eco-Cycle for a waste sort and found it could 
reduce its waste by 64% through education 
and compost service.

SPECIAL FEATURE

For a complete list of 
Zero Waste businesses, visit 

ecocycle.org/zws.
Contact Erin Makowsky at 
303-444-6634 ext. 141 to 
schedule a waste sort and get 
your business closer to Zero. 

LOOKING FOR WAYS TO 
REDUCE WASTE AT YOUR 
BUSINESS? 

WASTE
JUNK MAIL 

IS NOT INEVITABLE.
We’ve partnered with 41pounds.org to help you eliminate 
80-95% of your junk mail, support Eco-Cycle and save

— time — trees — water — climate — planet — 

ecocycle.org/junkmail
6

photos by David Reindel



Thank you to the following donors who contributed 
to Eco-Cycle from Oct. 1, 2008 – March 31, 2009.

$1 – $99
Aliron Press
Peter Anderson, 
  Recycleworlds 
  Consulting Corp.
Edward Arnold
Damaris Ayuso
Lisa Bailey
Mark Bailey
Kathleen Barber
Dan Benavidez
Stephen Bendit
Paul Berteau
Lori Bird
Peter Birkeland
Howard  Bittman
Ruth Blackmore
Amy Blackwell
Edith Blakeslee
Jude Blitz
Mary Blue
Jim Bodi
Kerrie Boese
Virginia Boucher
Ralph Bozella
Joan Brett
Roger Briggs
Elizabeth Broughall 
Joe Byers 
Cindy Cartwright 
James & Dorothy Ciarlo 
Robert Cini 
Joanna & Timothy Clark  
Terry Cook 
R. Dennis Corrigan 
Dan Corson 
Kirk Cunningham 
Jane Dalrymple-Hollo &  
  Anselm Hollo 
Rebecca Dickson 
Janet Dilz 
Laura Doane 
Charlene Dougherty 
Ann Duncan 
Steve & Karyn Dundorf 
Amie Durden 
Douglas Ehlers 
Sally Ellis 
Kathleen Farrell 
Susan Feinglas 
Ann Fitzsimmons 
Kay & Michael Forsythe 
Susan & William Franz 
Catherine Frazer 
Amanda & Adam 
  Frederick 
Margaret Freeh 
Fredric Freeman 
Evan Freirich 

Kenneth Gamauf 
Peter & Nancy Gauss 
Pamm Gibson 
Bob Graffenberger 
Gary Granger 
Cary & Deborah Graus 
Sandra Grundy 
Ron Haddad 
Petter Hagemark 
Christina & Jeremy 
  Haley 
Jean Hancock 
Suzanne Handwork 
Elaine Hansen 
Margaret Hansson 
Karl Hanzel 
Doris Hass 
James Hatherley 
Earl & Bette Hauserman 
Keith Hayden 
Richard & Mary 
  Hayward 
Joseph Heard 
Minna Hewes 
Jabe Hickey 
Jeannette Hillery 
Ruth Hoar 
Michele Hogan 
Jane Huxman 
Yvonne Iden 
Sandra K. Ingalls 
Jessie Inglefield 
Judith Janson 
Eric Johnson  
Lisa Joss 
Andie Wyckoff Judson 
Karyn Kaplan 
Victoria Karlin 
Kate Kearns 
Colleen Keller 
Gerry Kelly 
S. Kelton 
Daya Khalsa 
David Kirkpatrick 
Kathy Kleinschmidt 
Sharon Kloepfer 
Joe Kosenski 
Janet & William 
  Kuepper 
Victoria  Lamb 
Natasha Lamoreux 
Poul Larsen 
Linda Lawson 
Jim & Louise Leach 
Left Hand Water District
Marijean Levin 
Sibyl Liedtke 
Cindy Lomax 
Judi Lusta, Amazing 

  Garage Sale
Dot & Robert 
  MacFarland 
Gail Madden 
Paula Malleck 
Chris & Mary Malley 
Lain Maloney 
Ruby Marr 
Martha Mason 
David Mastronarde 
Imogene Maxon 
Jill Maxwell 
Teresa Sue Mayes 
Milt & Karen McBride 
Mary McClanahan 
Tom & Mary McCoy 
Rebecca McCue 
Joe & Pam McDonald 
David McKie 
Mary Jean & John 
  McMorran 
Russell Michael 
Cindy Miller 
Jentie Mae Miller 
Kirk Mills 
Charles & Kathy Minter 
Jane Mordhorst 
Dan More 
William Morris, Accent 
  Properties
Elizabeth Mozer 
Richard Mulvey 
Patricia D. Murphy 
Alaya Nabkel 
Mauri Nottingham 
Joy Om 
Greg Oxenfeld 
Richard Oye 
Peter Pasterz 
Michael H. Pease 
Bill & Susan Pedrick 
Patricia Philips 
Lucille Piety 
Gerald & Marilyn 
  Pinsker 
Brenda Platt 
Tara Powers 
Patricia Prentice 
Cara Priem 
Judy Rapp 
Judy Reid 
Don & Alice Renton 
Charlie Richardson, 
  HomewoRx
Eric Roth & Vicki 
  Tiedeman
Lee Rozaklis 
Barbara Sable 
Sarah Salsich 

Athena Sarafides 
Eric Savage 
John Scarano 
James Scaritt 
Charlotte Schell 
Kathy Schnoor  
Anna Schoettle 
Patricia Scholes 
Lynn Sexton 
Marshall Shapiro, 
  Access Technologies
Jo Sherrill 
Linda Silverthorn 
Judith Simmerson 
Robert & Paula 
  Sinn-Penfold 
Vince Snowberger 
Janet Snyder 
Paul Sperry 
Stacey E. Steers 
Andrew Steffl 
Kathryn Stephens 
Ellen Stewart 
Wendy Sydow 
Diane Thorne 
Janice Toniazzo 
James & Josephine 
  Touchton 
Ken Truhan 
Anne Turner 
Kristen Uitto 
Karen Utley 
Kathy Valentine 
Maureen Van Camp 
Tom & Ridi Van Zandt 
Virginia Wadsworth 
Marylou Weakland 
Steve Westra 
Wholly Rags
Nancy Wigington 
Maribel H. Williams 
Karl Williamson 
Helen Winsted 
Meg Worth 
Peggy Wrenn 
Peter G. Wyckoff 
Suzan Yoshida, 
  Signs Now
Lowell Young 
Matt Young 
Janice Ziegler 
Jim Zigarelli 

$100 – $249
5430 Sports
Anonymous
Penny Anderson 
Thomas & Patricia 
  Angerer  
Christine Arden 

John Arndt, Gebau Inc.
Virginia Arter 
Brenda Avery 
John Avery 
Andrea & Michael Banks 
  Nature Fund
Lynn Beaty 
Nancy Berry 
Ann Boberschmitt 
Beverly Broach 
Dick & Helen Bulinski 
Steve Bushong 
Campbell Family 
  Foundation
Joanna & Timothy Clark 
Janet Coles 
Beth Conover 
Lois Debes 
Jackie Dial 
Mary Downton 
Melinda & Christopher 
  Driscoll 
Geoff Dutton 
Allyn Feinberg 
Ann Garstang 
Mimi & Jon Goodman 
Gayle Gordon 
Mary Greenwald 
Johnathan Hanst 
Nicholas & Suzanne 
  Helburn 
Virginia Hennes 
Jim Hergenreder, Twin 
  Peaks Seed Grain
Gerald & Doree 
  Hickman 
Michael & Mary 
  Homiack 
Matthew Hooker 
Suzanne Hough 
InJoy Productions Inc.
Liz Jessup 
Michael Jones 
David Joseph 
Tamas Kallos
Asia Kennebrew, Vision 
  of Giving, 3rd Place 
Anna Kim 
Chris & Dianne Koehler 
Louis Krupp 
Brian Larsen 
James Lewczyk 
Meriku Lewis, Coupe 
  Studios Music
Janice Lippard 
Gilbert & Kristin Lopez, 
  Lone Hawk Farm
Lykins Gulch 
  Homeowners 
  Association

M.W. & D.J. Mason 
Melissa Michaels 
David Miller 
Val & Zach Miller 
Barbara Moore Rumsey 
Axson & Bryan Morgan 
Jacqueline Muller 
Heather Mundt 
Gregory Murray 
Priscilla Nelson 
Eric Philips 
David P. & Elizabeth 
  Ann Phillips 
Rodger & Holly Poage 
Shirley Rawson 
Andrea Ray 
Dorothy Read 
Maria Richmond 
Kathy Rinehart 
Jack Rook 
Woody Salava 
Susan Saunders 
Paul & Ellen Scheele 
Jeannine & Thomas 
  Schlatter 
Susan Secord 
Karen Shutt 
Mary Siems 
Britta & Kenneth Singer 
Robert L. Smith 
Norman Taylor 
David Thorndike 
Betty Thorpe Picture 
  Woods, Ltd.
Heather Thorwald 
Eleanor Tromey 
Sue Troudt 
Donna VanDerWerken 
Eric Vozick 
Jessica Waldman 
Ted & Barbara Walker 
Christine Washington 
Tammy Weckwerth
Tom Weis 
Ronald E. West 
Richard Wilshusen 

$250 – $499
Allison Atkin, Vision of 
  Giving, 2nd Place
Andrew Dieringer 
  & Marti Matsch, 
  in memory of Betsy 
  Matsch
William & Louise 
  Bradley 
Daniel Drolet 
Connie Esch 
Jake Garland, Vision of 
  Giving, 1st Place

Joyce Heilig 
Susan Leuter 
Marla Meehl 
Philanthropiece 
  Foundation
Joseph Michael 
  Stelmach 
Mark Udall 

$500 – $999
Carolyn Benoit
Deborah Crowell
Surrie Hobart
Cindi Kelly
Mereth & Bob Meade
Molly & Paul Melamed
Allison “Pete” & Pat 
  Palmer
Anne Kidder Smith
Kim & Kathleen 
  Wennesland
Mary Wolff

$1,000 – $2,499
41pounds.org
Anonymous 
Camera
Colorado Pediatric 
  Orthotics & Prosthetics
Daniel Blanchard 
June S. Ewing, in 
  memory of Ann Swift
Gaiam
Longmont Community 
  Foundation
Richard Matsch 
Microbreweries for the 
  Environment
MillerCoors
Roche Colorado
Greg & Luci Smits 
Edwin L. Wolff 

$2,500 – $4,999
McStain Neighborhoods
Dr. Sally Parsons
The Friendship Fund

$5,000 – $9,999
Ball Corporation

$10,000+
WhiteWave Foods

In-kind Donors
A Spice of Life
Mark Bailey
Paul Sullivan, CPR

Founders’ Society 
In 1976, Eco-Cycle rolled out a fleet of old 
school buses onto Boulder streets to collect 
recyclables. The vision of our founders 
made us part of the dawning of recycling in 
America. Today, Eco-Cycle is a leader in the 
new revolution in resource conservation: Zero 
Waste. The following individuals are part of the 
Eco-Cycle Founders’ Society, a group of loyal 
supporters who have committed to annual gifts 
of $1,000 or more.

Cindy Carlisle   
Lee Ann Cast  
Deborah Crowell  
Steve Demos & Sheryl 
  Lamb
Bradley Feld & Amy    
  Batchelor

Richard Matsch
Dr. Sally Parsons  
David & Janet 
   Robertson  
Edwin L. Wolff  
Mary Wolff  
Eriks Ziemelis  

Laura Doane 
Christina & Jeremy Haley 
Jabe Hickey 
Dr. Sally Parsons 

Janet & William 
  Kuepper 
Eric Roth & Vicki 
  Tiedeman
Linda Silverthorn

title sponsors

Zero Waste Events Program

presenting sponsors supporting sponsors

Zero Waste Business & Community Awards
presenting sponsor

Ball 
Corporation

supporting sponsor contributing sponsors

Camera
Gaiam 

MillerCoors
Roche Colorado 

Zero Waste Champions
The following individuals have chosen to 
make an automatic, monthly contribution to 
Eco-Cycle. Their continual commitment and  
generosity help sustain our mission to build 
Zero Waste communities. 

are framing it as a failure so they 
can build an incinerator for the 
remaining 25% residuals. Instead, 
they should be convening an 
international conference to share 
how they got to 75% and explore the 
frontiers of how to get from 75% to 
90% over the next few years!

The biggest barrier to Zero Waste is 
the “mixed waste” single trash can. 
When a community adopts a three-
bin collection system—for recycling, 
composting and residuals—then 
miracles can happen and the 
incinerators are beaten by their 
own economic folly. The three-bin 
system is a big vision but a reachable 
goal over the next decade. And 
once we’ve arrived, moving ever 
closer to 100% will become our next 
achievable challenge.

from page 2

Defi ning the 
Zero Waste 
Community
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Here is my  gift of    $50     $100     $250    $500    $1,000  Founders’ Society    Other $_________

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________City/State/Zip:____________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________________________ E-mail:_________________________________________________ 
 (required for credit card gifts)       (for quarterly e-newsletter)

Payment Method

Visa    Mastercard    Amex    Check (payable to Eco-Cycle)

Card #:___________________________________________________ Exp. Date: _____________________  

Signature:_________________________________________________

 Contact me about setting up a recurring monthly gift to Eco-Cycle through my credit card.

Donate online at www.ecocycle.org

Take Action for Zero Waste! 
The global financial meltdown has hit recycling market prices hard—our revenues from the sale of materi-
als dropped 50% in 60 days! That equals about $200,000 per month that just evaporated. We’re scrambling, 
along with all the other recyclers of the world, to keep our heads above water until the prices rebound. We’ll 
survive—we always have and always will—since the Zero Waste approach is the cleanest, most efficient and 
most economical way forward for the 21st century. 

Your support this year is especially needed to help us get through this tough time and continue to do 
our good work, which is now more important to our environment and our future than ever before.

Along with making a personal, tax-deductible donation to Eco-Cycle, there are many other ways you can help 
move our community toward Zero Waste included in this issue of the Eco-Cycle Times:

•  Keep the #1 contaminant—plastic bags—out of curbside recycling (p.1)

•  Recycle your bicycle and bike parts at the CHaRM as our newest material (p.1)

•  Support the winners of the Zero Waste Business & Community Awards (p.2)

•  Make the most of curbside composting with new guidelines (p.3)

•  Learn more about the city of Louisville’s victory to introduce recycling and composting (p. 4)

•  Spread the word about recycling to our Spanish-speaking community (p.5)

To donate, please clip the coupon below or visit www.ecocycle.org.

CHaRM: Now 
accepting bikes 
and bike parts!

Curbside Compost: 
It’s not just for food 
and yard scraps!

Eco-Cycle’s Zero Waste 
Business & Community 
Award Winners

P.O. Box 19006
Boulder, CO  80308

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper (no trees!). Recycle this newsletter with your newspaper. 
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www.ecocycle.org  •  303.444.6634

Please DO NOT 
put plastic bags 
in your curbside 

recycling bin!

  

 HELP!

They end up at the recycling facility, 
choking our equipment, costing 
the program thousands of dollars in 
ine�  ciencies and adding to the items we 
have to pull out and send to the land� ll. 

See story page 1.

Please keep 
plastic bags out 
of your curbside 
or business 
recycling bin! 


   HELP!




